Election Process: Review.




Goals of the Commission

Increase Voter Participation

Improve Tiransparency. i the Election
PrOCESS




Boarc
MONL

Current Rules

shalllconduct an: election within 4
1S Of termi exXpiringl.

Boarc

shall identiiy 1 neminating committee

fior each area an election Is torbe held.

Nominating committée Is ter neminate 2
gualifiearcandidates 60rdays prior te; election.

Any: land representative; net neminated may:

Rave

thelr name added to the ballot I secure

10 signatures on a petition and submit the
petition to the, beard at least 10 days: before

the el

ection.



CU I‘I’ent RU IeS cont.

Only land representatives are eligible; o) Vote.
[Land' representative s the oWner or has
POWEr: off atterney: of any. fiarm I\ing Within
the district andf be artaxpayer of the, coumty.
A representative s only allowed! 1 vote
iegardless off the nUmber off farms; owned.

A'land representative cami vote; fior a board
member in all the; areas i the county.

Each fiarmi that hasia ESA number: or
assessed agriculturaliland shall be entitied to
be represented in the election.




CU I‘I’ent RU IeS cont.

Board must publish 2 legal notices; off election: in
d NEWSPaper: of general Circulation.  The second
notice shall appear in the latest 1ssue befoere the
ell'ec};lon date and the first one a Week prior to

therina

Select 3 residents of the district to serve as
election judges.

Reguire polling place: torbelopen for at 1east 6

hours.: Iff infconjunction with, an’anmual meeting
a centrall polling’lecation must be open by hoen
and then moved: to the annual meeting location.




Current Rules cont

Election judges are toropen;and clese therpolls
as advertised, collect and attach pewer: of
atterneys to the list off voters, count the ballots
and' record on tally: sheet, and place counted
pallots infan envelope; and seal.




Commission Policies
Definition for Election Process

Cooperator- Any: landewner Who: has cooperated
With' the district in carrying out; ai SW.EDI practice
successfiully: fromi implementation threugh the
Claims) Process.

Newspaper: o generall circulation — Newspaper
the district Supervisorsi deem to have, the;largest
circulation among COePErators: and landowners
N the: district.




Commission Policies

Tihe districtishall’ place twor advertisement
N 2 NEWSPaper of general circulation.

ihe fikst advertisement shall be not less
jchaln C’?hree MONtNS befiere the) electioniana
Include:

» General Infermation about the: district.

s [dentify the 5f people; serving) on each
AeMINating commitiee.

s Provide; the district office; phone number
to enable al cooperator to submit their
name fior consideration.




Commission Policies

The 2n¢ Advertisement shall be in the
Same NEWspaper 2 Moenths; priox to
electionand shalllinclude:

x [[he names off hominated individuals for

each area.

m |
€

m [

1€ date, time and place for the
eclion.

1€ Process; iorget name placed on the

pallot through' petitions.

The commission will reimburse districts up: to $500
for placing the, two advertisements.




Voluntary: Tiransparemncy: Policies

Mail copies of the second advertisement to
the cooperators N areas due for elections:

iHave the polls epenifrom 12:00/— 6:00 pm
10 accommodate! landowners, Hours: of

election certilied by juddes.

Tihe commission will reimburse; the districts
$100r1or fiellewing each| of these voluntary

policies.




Proposed Rule Changes

Post a notice off SWED Boeard vacancies ini a
REWSpPapEer off generall circulation and on the
front page of the; District’s newsletter at least 2
MORtAS prior to the ballot being developed.
Reguire’ responses! firom qualified individtals
within 3 weeks of preparation of the official

ballot.

Board vacancy: notice will' include the cost share
funds spent;on all" practices in the county: for
past 5 years. In addition, the amount; ofi the
district stafiing budgeted ior current FY and
number off District Board meetings held for the
year.




Proposed Rule Changes

I there is ne: Interest in the vacant board
POSItions, have;the board select'a
ReMINating committee te: place tWwor names
on the ballet duking the: 3 Weeks
timefirame disclssedl albove.




Proposed Rule Changes

Conduct: Election Process for 3 week period.

Select one day: @

UriNg Week tWo of the; election

Process, to open election poll for a minimum of

8fhours with pol

S Staying open tntil 7:00 CFm.
INg

Only. men district coeperator residents; ol
title torland assessed agricultirie (perthe county.

ASSESSser office) can receive aballot at the poll
to vete. District Cooperators will have: already
ieceived an ofificiali ballot frem the Program
office (viarMOSWIMS Cooperator lists) by mail to
place the entities’ vote.




Proposed Rule Changes

Allfindividualsi receiving an officialiballot via mall
can vote; by returning the ballot to the; district
efficerin persen or by maillin the; three week
election period. Ballets can alsorbe turned in at
the open election poll.

Pistrict cooperator — Alllindividualsilisted ini the
Cost Share Sofitware asi a cooperator will receive
a ballot. Cooeperators will be defined asi the
name as shown on the; Title of the Deed.  For
example “Johnrand Betty Brown™. District
Cooperator list will need to be Updated.




Questions and comments on
IMpreving transparency: of district:
elections.




